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[57] ABSTRACT 

A variable volume insulated container is manufactured 
from a flexible cover and a laminated insulator. The 
laminate is constructed of at least one layer of air bub- 
bles encapsulated between sheets of heat reflecting thin 
flexible material. The bubble layers provide excellent 
insulative qualities. The insulated container is designed 
to fold inwardly accordion style along the side and 
bottom panels, thereby collapsing into an insulative and 
comfortable cushion. The flexability of the insulated 
container permits it to be partially collapsed along the 
side panels to efficiently insulate a partial cargo. The 
insulator is appropriately notched so that the insulator 
does not bunch in the corners when in the collapsed 
mode. The invention includes an insulated container 
having side and bottom walls which fold outwardly to 
collapse into a flat seat, and the insulator thereof is 
notched to prevent bunching when the seat is unfolded 
to the container mode. 

1 Claim, 19 Drawing Figures 
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CONVERTIBLE COOLER AND CUSHION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 5 
This invention pertains to containers, and more par- 
ticularly to foldable insulated containers. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Personal foldable containers ranging from purses to 
backpacks are well known. The containers are made of 10 
flexible material for convenience and comfort, but con- 
ventional containers are usually limited to a single pur- 
pose. For example, they are not designed to be folded 
flat for use as a comfortable cushion or seat. 

Also well known are insulated containers, which are 
of two general types. Insulated containers of the rigid 
type are frequently fabricated as foam filled metal or as 
less expensive styrofoam chests. The major disadvan- 
tage of rigid containers is that their volume cannot be 
varied with the amount of the contents; they are thus 20 
inefficient for insulating small cargos. Rigid type con- 
tainers are single purpose; in particular, they are not 
intended to function as comfortable seats. Further, they 
inefficiently use space when stored. 

Relatively flexible insulated containers are known, 25 
and, like the rigid type, they come in various sizes. 
Although conventional non-rigid containers are capable 
of being collapsed, they are nevertheless not easily ad- 
justable to conform to the volume of partial cargos. 

Some flexible containers are constructed so they have 30 
a memory; upon release from a fully or partially col- 
lapsed mode, they immediately spring back in an uncon- 
trolled fashion to a full sized container. That character- 
istic renders storage inconvenient. Moreover, it effec- 
tively prevents utilizing the container for efficiently 35 
insulating partial loads as well as for other purposes, 
such as cushions. 

Accordingly, a need exists for an insulated container 
which is capable of efficiently insulating partial loads 
and which is not limited functionally to insulating pur- 40 
poses. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, a versatile 
insulated container is provided which is capable of effi- 45 
ciently insulating partial as well as full loads. That is 
accomplished by apparatus which includes a flexible 
insulator covered by a flexible cover and constructed so 
as to fold along predetermined fold lines to vary the 
volume of the container and to create different useful 50 
articles. 

When completely unfolded, the present invention 
serves as a full size insulated container. When fully 
collapsed, the invention is useful as a comfortable cush- 
ion. When in the collapsed mode, the cushion may be 55 
further folded to create an elongated pocket, thereby 
rendering the invention useful as a hand warming muff. 
The insulated container may be partially collapsed and 
easily maintained in the partially collapsed configura- 
tion to reduce its volume and thereby efficiently insu- 60 
late a partial load. 

In the preferred embodiment, the insulator is formed 
as one or more layers of air bubbles encapsulated be- 
tween thin sheets of moisture impervious flexible mate- 
rial. One of the sheets is embossed on one side with 65 
numerous indentations. A thin skin of a second flexible 
material is bonded to the side of the embossed sheets 
having the indentations, thus creating a layer of air 


2 

bubbles. Two or more layers may be bonded together to 
form multi-layer insulators. The air bubble insulator has 
superior insulating qualities, and the air bubbles are 
comfortable to sit or stand on. 

The insulator may be cut as a blank from a large roll 
in a pattern which, when suitably folded and the proper 
edges joined together, defines a fivepaneled open top 
container together with a top flap. The cover is suitably 
sewn to the insulator to make an attractive and durable 
product 

In the preferred construction, the side and bottom 
panels are formed as accordion type pleats. When the 
insulated container is fully opened, the side and bottom 
panels form generally flat surfaces, as do the front and 
back panels. To completely enclose the insulated con- 
tainer interior, the top flap folds over the open top and 
is suitably fastened in place. 

The insulated container of the present invention is 
readily coverted into a comfortable cushion merely by 
collapsing the accordion pleats of the side and bottom 
panels. The pleats fold inwardly, so that the front and 
back panels maintain smooth exterior surfaces. The 
folded side and bottom panels form a double layer of 
insulation around three margins of the cushion. Thus, 
the cushion has a raised periphery on three sides to 
conform to the body much like a bucket seat. The top 
flap may be folded inside when the present invention is 
in the collapsed mode. 

To eliminate bunching of the insulation in the corners 
when collapsing the insulated container, a triangular 
notch is removed from both ends of the bottom panel 
and from the side panels adjacent the bottom panel The 
notches are preferably cut from the insulator blank 
prior to folding and sewing. When the two sides and 
bottom panels are pushed inwardly to fold them accor- 
dion style, the insulator forming the side and bottom 
panels fit within the notches of the bottom and side 
panels, respectively. Thus, the insulator of the sides and 
bottom panels do not overlap or restrict the folding. To 
assist the cushion in retaining its folded configuration, 
opposite sides of the front and back panels may be pro- 
vided with cooperating snaps or a zipper. 

The versatility of the insulated container is further 
increased by the addition of adjustable straps, thereby 
rendering the container carriable as a shoulder bag or as 
a back pack. Versatility is still further enhanced by use 
with a removable waterproof liner, which may be held 
loosely within the insulated container or releasably 
attached in place, as with snaps. To controllably vary 
the volume of the insulated container to conform to the 
contents thereof, the top portions of the side panels may 
be folded inwardly, and the cover flap may be folded 
directly over the front panel, thereby eliminating the 
volume at the top of the insulated container. To main- 
tain the partly collapsed configuration, the top flap and 
front panel are provided with conventional releasable 
fastening devices. 

Further in accordance with the present invention, the 
insulated container may be of a relatively small size 
suitable for carrying, for example, hot lunches. In the 
smaller size, the insulated container is preferably con- 
structed so that the side and bottom panels fold out- 
wardly when the container is folded to the collapsed 
mode to create a flat rectangular seat. When the rectan- 
gular seat is unfolded to the container mode, triangular 
tabs of material are created at the junctions of the side 
and bottom panels. To prevent bunching of the material 
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in the triangular tabs, the insulator blank is cut so that insulated container 1 is particularly useful for maintain- 

insulation is removed from the tabs. The tabs are thus ing objects retained therein at a temperature other than 

composed only of the flexible cover material, and they ambient, but it will be understood that the invention is 

may be readily folded under the bottom panel of the not limited to storage applications. Indeed, a feature of 

insulated container and fastened together, as with snaps. 5 the invention is the ease with which it may be converted 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will into other useful products, 

become apparent to those skilled in the art from the The insulated container 1 includes a front panel 3, 

disclosure. two substantially identical side panels 5, a bottom panel 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS In 7 ' a back P anel 9 ' and a to P na P 11 which is a c <> ntmua - 

1U tion of back panel 9. The front, back, and side panels 

FIG. 1 is a partially broken perspective view of the define a top opening 12. 

insulated container of the present invention in the un- Tne j nS ulated container 1 may be of any desired size, 

folded mode; A particularly useful size is about fourteen inches high 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines 2—2 ^ fourteen inches wide and four inches deep. That 

of FIG. 1, showing the bottom panel partially folded; 15 size will accommodate twenty-five 12-oz. beverage 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken along lines cans 

3-3 of FIG, 2 showing the construction of the insula- ^ ^ preferred embodiment, the insulated container 

tor; , . 1 is manufactured as a flexible insulator 13 in combina- 

FIG 4 is an «ilarged cross-sectional ™ 'taken ^ ^ , flejdWe ^ , s Referri to nGS 2 md 

along lines 4-4 of FIG. 1, showing the insulated con- 20 3 ^ 13 rises at least one , 17 of a 

T^a preSCnt mventIOn m ±e com P letel y m ' moisture impervious heat reflecting laminate of air bub- 

if^ 1 ^- , 1 . ^ ... . bles encapsulated between sheets of thin flexible mate- 

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspecttve view of the present ^ Each layer 17 is fabricated by embossing a sheet 19 

m ^JL 10 "' . . ri ■ ■ 1 * j of thin flexible material with numerous indentations 21. 

FIG. 6j a Perspective v,ew of the msulated con- 25 f indentations 21 are covered by a 

tamer m the unfolded mode and equipped with carrymg ^ ^ ^ thin flexible which is 

_V J> . r . . . sheet 19 to capture the air in the indentations in the form 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the present invention , VT^i rj * *™ 

in the collapsed mode numerous bubbles 24.;Two or more layers 17 of 

FIG. 8 is Vcross-sec'tional view similar to FIG. 4, but 30 J> ubbl <* ^ * ^'*? T * fo ™ a m «J ti P ,c 

showing the insulated container in the completely col- msulat <> r - Preferably, the two layers 17 are 

lapsed mode- bonded along the respective crowns 25 of the lndenta- 

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines 9-9 tion *- ™ e Iamm ? te Ascribed is similar in construction 

of FIG 8* t0 <iescnDe<J in m y copending U.S. patent apphca- 

FIG.' 10 is a perspective view ofthe cushion of FIG. 35 Ser. No 490 466, U.S. Pat No. 4,535^28 The 

7 folded into a hand warming mufT; sheet 19 ™W * of . clear polyethylene, and the dan 23 

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of the insulated con- mav be of a reflecttve material such as metal foil or a 

tainer of the present invention showing it partially col- metal coated synthetic material, 

lapsed to accommodate a partial cargo; Numerous variations of the basic laminated layer 17 

FIG. 12 is a partially broken perspective view of a 40 are possible. For example, a bubble layer may be cre- 

partially unfolded modified insulated container; ated °y bonding the open sides of two embossed thin 

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the insulated con- sheets 19 to other ' and ^ crowns of two or more 

tainer of FIG. 12 but shown fully unfolded; lavers of that construction may be bonded together. 

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the fully unfolded Th e embossed sheet 19 may be of a reflective material, 

insulated container of FIG. 13 as viewed from a differ- 45 and skin 23 may be of a clear material, 

ent angle; The insulated container 1 of the present invention has 

FIG. 15 is a partially broken front view of the insu- superior insulating qualities. The air trapped within the 

lated container of FIGS. 12-14 but showing the insu- bubbles 24 prevent convection within the insulator 13. 

lated container in the completely collapsed mode; The air bubbles also provide high resistance to heat 

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines 50 conduction. The reflective skin 23 reflects heat or cold 

15 1$ 0 f FIG. 15; botii internally back to the stored items and externally 

FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines to the atmosphere. 

yj 17 0 f pig. 16- The cover 15 may be of any suitable material. A 

FIG, 18 is a top view of an insulator blank used in the preferred material is a water repellant and easily clean- 
insulated container of FIGS. 1-11; and 55 able fabric such as nylon. The cover is suitably joined to 

FIG. 19 is a top view of an insulator blank used in the the insulator 13, as by sewing, on the exterior sides of 

insulated container of FIGS. 12-17. the front, back, side, and bottom panels. The cover is 

sewn to both sides of top flap 11. The resulting structure 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE j s exceptionally strong in tension and can readily handle 

INVENTION gQ f u u capacity cargos. To retain the top flap in a closed 

Although the disclosure hereof is detailed and exact position over opening 12, FIGS. 1 and 6, the top flap 

to enable those skilled in the art to practice the inven- and the front panel 3 are provided with suitable fasten- 

tion, the physical embodiments herein disclosed merely ing means, such as a pair of cooperating Velco fastening 

exemplify the invention which may be embodied in strips 39. 

other specific structure. The scope of the invention is 65 The insulator 13 and cover 15 are joined together, as 

defined in the claims appended hereto. by stitchings 27, longitudinally along the middle of 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 6, an insulated container 1 bottom panel 7, FIGS. 2 and 4, thus dividing the bottom 

is illustrated which includes the present invention. The panel 7 into two substantially identical partial panels 29 
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and 31. The swings ff'bffi* readily colla £ ^ ^^^2: 

rjJfeS^ » 2 ^o a h d e,; maintain ,he collapsed configuration con- 

S JdMdS il^wo ubsZiSly identical partial ventional snaps 67, may be provided on associatec I par- 
« Ind 37 TV swings 33 are preferably on the tial panels 29. 31, 35. and 37. FIGS. 1. 5 6, and 7. Snaps 
EES ^ o rthe'nSated Sner l so as to enhance 43 may also be engaged if top Hap 11 .s outs.de of the 
S fo Lit of hfsL panels, as wU. be explained. front panel 3. Liner 41 may be left in , « 

Tn toe Xtrated construction, the insulated container 10 the cushion at the user's opuon. but hner 41 must be 
i includes a sturdy liner 41, FIGS. 1, 2, and 5. The liner removed in order to engage snaps 43. 
l£i^SSitTaL* material impregnated on The cushion 51 is exceptionally Wortjbk. Refer- 
Z K7surface with a waterproof synthetic sub- rfng to FIGS. 7 and 9. the s.de partia panels _ 35 and 37 
sSice The liner 41 is preferably removably attachable ext end along the cushion margins 61 and the bottom 
toAe interior of the insulated container by cooperating 15 partial panels 29 and 31 extend along margins 63. Thus, 
conventional snaps 43 secured to the insulated container ta are four thicknesses of insulator 13 ^along three 
and liner To further increase the versatility of the insu- ^gins 0 f the cushion. Top flap 11 may be folded I in- 
lated container, a second liner of a conventional plastic side At! cus hic-n or it may be left outside and held in 
bae 45 may be inserted inside liner 41. The top margins place by fasteners 39. In either situation, the cushion has 
47of the bag 45 may be folded over and secured be- 20 a periphery which conforms to the user s i body, 
tween the liner 41 and insulated container by snaps 43. ^ result a comfortable bucketlike seat which is 
As a further convenience in using the insulated con- rauch preferred over a uniformly flat seat. The closed 
tainer, adjustable length straps 49 of well known con- ^ construction of the insulator enhances comfort 
struction may be suitably secured thereto as by sewing. because it does not permit air to squeeze out during use. 
Thus, the insulated container is suitable for carrying as 25 consequently, the user is always supported on a cushion 
a back pack or an over-the-shoulder tote bag, FIG. 6. Qf ^ ^ not on compressed solid cushion materials. 

Further in accordance with the present invention, the ^ cusnion 51 may be converted into a hand warm- 
insulated container 1 may be quickly and easily con- mg muff 69 by folding front pane l 3 over onto itself, 
verted into other useful products. For example, the mG lfJ ^ tQp flap u ^ wrap ped around the enure 
insulated container may be collapsed into a comfortable 30 cka ^ Ve lcro strips 39 on the underside of the 
and easily carried cushion 51, FIG. 7. That is accom- flap> FIG 5 are secure d to cooperating Velcro 

plished merely by folding the bottom and side panels 7 g ?J ap p ropria , e iy se wn near the bottom margin 63 
and 5 inwardly along stitchings 27 and 33, respectively. rf ^ , 0 no 7 lightweight, flexability, 
The stitchings 27 and 33 improve foldability, so that the hsulative properties of the insulator 13 render the 


igb*; ojiu-iuip.^ /■ ~ i u. and msuianve properucj 

side panels easily fold accordion style be- 35 M ^ for ^ 

tween the front and back panels 3 and 9, FIG. 8. it wiu ft fa a feature of the preS ent invention that the insu 

kxI that the partial bottom panels 29 and 31 container 1 may bi 


be understood that the partial bottom panels 29 and 31 ^ po,,^, j may be collapsed to intermediate vol- 

fold inwardly between the front and back panels m a between the fully unfolded insulated container 1 

similar manner. K f and the fully collapsed cushion 51. Referring to FIG. 

To enable the insulated container 1 to be neatly out w u a pat ^a y filled insulated container is shown. The 
fully collapsed into the cushion 51, the insulator 13 is strncture of ^ pre sent invention permits a partial col- 
formed with V-shaped notches in the regions of the inwardly folding the upper portions of side 
junctions of the side and bottom panels As shown in panels 5 along stitchings 33. The top flap 11 is folded 
FIG. 4, the insulator of the bottom panel 7 is cut along ^ ^ from panel 3 ^ ^ t0 brin g the front panel 
diagonal lines 53 to create a V-shaped notch 55. ac- « contact with back panel 9, thereby eliminating the 
cordingly. the insulated container comprises only ? ^ openin g 12. Substantially the 
single layer 56 of the cover 15 at the ends of the bottom ^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ front panel, 
panel. Similarly, as shown in Fig. 2, the insulator 01 ^ ^ ^ re ieasably to the front panel by the 
each side panel 5 is cut along lines 57 to create a v - ft ^ fae reciated tnat the carrying 
shaped notch 59. Accordingly, the insulated container 50 e J^^^ m FIG 6 ^y ^ applied to the 
comprises only a layer 56 of cover materud at Ae ower 1» configuration of FIG. 11, thereby 
ends of the side panels. Fig. « flusteates the preferred P* ^ ^^bte vomme tote bag. 
configuration of an insulator blank 58 after it has been 6 invention is also embodied in the struc- 
cutfromasupplyrollbutbeforeitis joined tothe~ve r J* piGS ^ Refcntog t0 F1GS ^ 
material and constructed into the comp eted ^ product 55 « ^ ^ „ is 
During the collapsing process, the insulator at the ends u*^ fabricat ed as a flexible insulator 75 covered by 
of partial bottom panels 29 and 31 fold ^eatly mto the wtach*f awca ^ 
side panel notches 59, FIGS 2 and 9 Simultaneoudy, J^JJ^ 0 g f 1. Insulated con- 
the insulator of the parml side panels 35 and I 37 MM ™ strength and superior insu- 
neatly into the notches 5S of the bottom paner 7, 1 FIGS. 60 gmer ™£P ef t 

4 and 9. Consequently, ^^J^^Z"^^ to ^folded mode of FIGS. 13 and 14, the 

the comers is eliminated, and the "f^ated ^ntainer Jn ^« uv , des bottom el 79> sub . 

folds into the cushion without bulkj . corners oMhe ^conta, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

insulators of one inch thickness and more may be thereof, FIG. 12. 
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The insulator of the front, side, back, and bottom 
panels is covered with fabric 77 on the exterior faces 
thereof. The top flap is covered on both faces. Each 
inside flap 89 is covered with fabric on the face which 
contacts the interior face of the top flap 85 when the top 5 
flap is closed, FIGS. 12 and 13. In the fully unfolded 
mode, the insulated container may be of sufficient size 
to hold six 12-oz. beverage cans. That size also makes 
the insulated container ideal for carrying and storing 
hot lunches. 10 

The insulator 75 and cover 77 are joined together, as 
by stitchings 91, longitudinally along the centerline of 
bottom panel 79, thus dividing the bottom panel into 
two partial panels 93 and 95. The stitchings 91 facilitate 
the folding of the insulated container as will be ex- 15 
plained hereinafter. 

As best shown in FIGS. 12 and 16, insulator 75 and 
cover 77 are joined along the middle of both side panels 
81 by stitchings 97. Thus each side panel is divided into 
two substantially identical partial panels 99 and 101. 20 
The stitchings 97 are preferably on the exterior of the 
insulated container 73 so as to enhance outward folding 
of the side panels, as will be explained. The external 
seams created by side panel stitchings 97 are covered 
with a narrow elongated strip 100 of fabric which is 25 
fastened over the seam by the stitchings 97. The strip 
100 is looped over the top of the insulated container to 
form a convenient carrying handle. As a further carry- 
ing convenience, a pair of belt loops 102 are secured to 
the back panel 83, FIG. 14. 30 

To retain the top flap 85 in a closed position, FIG. 13, 
cooperating strips of Velcro fastener 103 may be appro- 
priately secured to the top flap, front panel 87, and 
inside flaps 89, FIG. 12. 

Pursuant to the invention, the insulated container 73 35 
may be fully collapsed to create a convenient and com- 
fortable seat 105, FIG. 15. As described previously, the 
bubble insulator 75 provides the user with excellent 
insulative and comfort characteristics when sitting or 
standing on cold or wet objects. In the collapsed mode, 40 
the side panels 81 fold outwardly along stitchings 97, 
and the bottom panel 79 folds outwardly along stitch- 
ings 91, FIGS. 16 and 17. Thus, a substantially flat seat 
is created, which, for a six-pack sized container, is about 
ten inches square. 45 

It will be recognized that when the seat 105 is un- 
folded to create the insulated container 73, triangular 
tabs 113 are inherently created as part of the unfolding 
process at the junction of the side and bottom panels, 
FIG. 12. To prevent bunching of insulator 75 in the tabs 50 
113, the insulator is formed with notches 114 which 
appear as rectangles when viewed in the collapsed con- 
figuration of FIG. 15. In particular, the insulator is cut 
along lines 107 which correspond to the fold lines 108 
between the front and side panels, and along lines 109, 55 
which correspond to the fold lines 110 between the 
respective front and back panels and the bottom panel. 
FIG, 19 shows the configuration of the insulator blank 
after it has been cut from a supply roll but before it is 
joined to the cover material and constructed into the 60 
completed product. As a result of the cuts along lines 
109 and 107, the seat corners 111 are devoid of insula- 
tion, FIG. 15. That permits the seat to be unfolded into 
the insulated container 73 and to have full insulation on 
all the interior faces of the panels while permitting flex- 65 
ability in the triangular tabs. As part of the unfolding 
process, the triangular tabs are neatly folded and held in 
place under the bottom panel 79. For that purpose, the 


ends 115 of strip 100 extend slightly beyond the margin 
of the seat, and cooperating conventional snaps 117 are 
secured to the ends 115, Figs. 12 and 14. 

Thus, it is apparent that there has been provided, in 
accordance with the invention, a convertible insulated 
container and cushion which fully satisfies the objects, 
aims, and advantages set forth above. While the inven- 
tion has been described in conjunction with specific 
embodiments thereof, it is evident that many alterna- 
tives, modifications, and variations will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art in light of the foregoing descrip- 
tion. Accordingly, it is intended to embrace all such 
alternatives, modifications, and variations as fall within 
the spirit and broad scope of the appended claims. 
I claim: 

1. A variable volume insulated container for insulat- 
ing items from ambient temperatures comprising: 

a. an insulator fabricated into a back panel, a front 
panel, two side panels, a bottom panel, and a top 
flap, the back, front, and side panels defining an 
opening to the interior of the container, the insula- 
tor including at least one sheet of thin flexible mate- 
rial embossed on one side with a multiplicity of 
indentations, each indentation having an open side 
and a crown side, and a skin of thin flexible reflect- 
ing metallic foil bonded to the embossed sheet on 
the open side of the indentations to encapsulate the 
air therein to create a layer of encapsulated air 
bubbles; 

b. a cover of flexible material joined to the exterior 
faces of the panels and the top flap; 

c. an inside flap joined to each side panel adjacent the 
container opening, the inside flap being covered 
with flexible material on the external face thereof; 
and 

d. means for releasably retaining the inside flaps in 
contact with the top flap when the top flap is in the 
closed position, 

and wherein the cover and insulator are joined 
along the longitudinal center line of each side 
and bottom panel to create a pair of partial pan- 
els symmetrical about each respective center 
line, and the side and bottom panels are foldable 
outwardly along the respective center lines 
thereof to thereby render the container fully 
collapsible into a substantially flat seat, 
and wherein the insulator is cut from a blank hav- 
ing the bottom panel interposed between and 
joined to the back panel and the front panel 
along respective fold lines between the bottom 
panel and the back and front panels, the blank 
back and front panels each being interposed be- 
tween and joined to a side panel partial panel and 
having the longitudinal edges thereof coincident 
with the respective center lines of the side pan- 
els, the lower end of each partial side panel being 
colinear with the fold line between the bottom 
panel and the respective back and front panels, 
so that when the seat is unfolded the insulated 
container thereby produced has full insulation on- 
all interior faces thereof and means forming tri- 
angular tabs in the cover material during the 
unfolding process at the junction of the bottom 
and side panels, said tabs being devoid of insula- 
tion and are thereby flexible for each unfolding 
of the seat without bunching of insulation in the 
triangular tabs, 
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and wherein the cover and insulator are joined 
along the longitudinal center lines of the bottom 
and side panels to enhance foldability, 5 
and wherein: 
i. an elongated narrow 'piece of flexible material 
is joined to the side panels along the longitudi- 10 
nal center lines thereof and is looped over the 
container opening to create a carrying handle; 

IS 


10 

ii. the flexible narrow piece of material extends 
beyond the bottom panel of the container to 
form a pair of short ends; and 

iii. the short ends are provided with fastening 
means for releasably fastening the short ends 
to each other, 

so that the flexible triangular tabs inherently pro- 
duced in the cover material during the process of 
unfolding the collapsed seat to create an insu- 
lated container may be folded and held together 
in place under the bottom panel thereof by the 
fastening means. 
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